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Early Years Foundation Stage Policy. 

 
Introduction: 

 At Horton Mill, we believe that all children are unique with their 

own gifts, skills and needs. We know that quality early childhood 

education is essential if we are to give children the best possible 

start in life. 

 “ Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to 
fulfil their potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a 
major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 
childhood is important in it’s own right and it provides the 
foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and 
talents as they grow up.” – Statutory framework for the Early 

Years Foundation Stage – DfE 2007. 
 At Horton Mill, we place great value on the important role that the 

EYFS plays in laying secure foundations for the children’s future 

learning and development. However, we also believe that early 

childhood is valid in itself as part of life. It is important to view 

EYFS as a preparation for life and not simply preparation for the 

next stage in a child’s education. 
 

Aims: 
The EYFS at Horton Mill Primary School consists of a part-time Nursery 

class and a full-time Reception class, which the children attend between 

the ages of three and five years old. During the EYFS, we aim to develop 

further the emotional, social, physical and cognitive skills of each child, 

building on previous experiences. 

 

We aim to foster a life-long love of learning, whilst supporting the 

children to achieve the five outcomes, which are outlined in Every Child 

Matters: Change for Children: 

 

 Staying safe 
 Being healthy 
 Enjoying and achieving 
 Making a positive contribution 
 Achieving economic well-being 

 



 
 

Objectives: 
 To nurture our children in a happy, safe and stimulating 

environment. 

 To develop children’s confidence, enjoyment of learning and 

individual potential. 
 To provide a broad and balanced curriculum that is appropriate to 

the age and stage of each child’s development. 
 To offer high quality learning based on first hand experiences. 
 To value what each child can do assessing their individual needs and 

helping each child progress. 
 To make the EYFS a place where families feel valued and welcome. 

 

Curriculum: 
We provide a wide spectrum of opportunities for developing the whole 

EYFS curriculum through first-hand experiences and play. We ensure 

that the EYFS curriculum meets the needs of the developing child: 

socially, emotionally, spiritually, intellectually and physically. We deliver 

the curriculum through planned, adult-led and free choice activities, both 

indoors and outdoors, in line with the school’s ‘Teaching and Learning’, 

‘Equal Opportunities’ and ‘SEND’ policies. 

 

The curriculum for the EYFS reflects the seven areas of learning, as 

recommended by the DfE in Early Years Outcomes: 
 

 Communication and Language – Listening and Attention, 

Understanding & Speaking 
 Physical Development – Moving and Handling & Health and 

Self-care 
 Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Making 

Relationships, Self-confidence & Managing Feelings and 

Behaviour  
 Mathematical Development – Numbers & Shape, Space and 

Measure 
 Literacy – Reading and Writing 
 Understanding the World – People and Communities, The 

World & Technology 
 Expressive Arts and Design – Exploring and Using Media and 

Materials, & Being Imaginative 
 



 

 

We will use the Learning Challenge Curriculum to help to contextualise  

learning. We begin each Topic with a WOW as a ‘hook’ to inspire and 

motivate. 

 

Nursery Learning Challenge Overview 

 

Autumn 1 

Who lives in my house? 

Spring 1 

What would you do on a 

farm? 

Summer 1 

Who are the famous 

animals in our story? 

Autumn 2 

How do I get about? 

Spring 2 

What happened to 

Jack’s beans? 

Summer 2 

What can we do with 

water? 

 
Reception Learning Challenge Overview 

 

Autumn 1 

What do I know about 

me? 

Spring 1 

Who can I ask for help 

and what kind of 

transport do they use? 

 

Summer 1 

Are all minibeasts 

scary? 

Autumn 2 

Why are there so many 

leaves on the ground? 

Why is it cold in 

winter? 

Spring 2 

Who are the famous 

characters in my book? 

Summer 2 

Should Goldilocks say 

sorry? 

 

Assessment 
Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development 

process, in order to highlight and plan for the next steps in learning. 

 

Assessment of learning is through: 

 Assessment on entry to Nursery using the Early Years Outcomes. 

 Snapshot observations. (At least one for each area every half 

term). 
 Observations using 2simple (see timetable). 

 Termly assessments against learning outcomes using O track. 
 Learning outcomes highlighted for all seven areas every half term 

or when the children have shown significant learning. 
 Group reading assessments (weekly in Reception). 



 Phonics assessments every half term. 
 Wellcomm screening on entry to Nursery and Half termly if needed 

 

 

Half term 1 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

Physical Development 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

 

Half term 2 

 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

Language and 

Communication 

Half term 3 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

Physical Development 

Language and 

Communication 

Half term 4 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

 

 

Half term 5 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

Physical Development 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

 

Half term 6 

 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

Language and 

Communication 

 

 

Moderation Timetable for Nursery and Reception 

Half Term 1 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

Half Term 2 

 

Language and 

Communication 

Half Term 3 

 

Physical Development 

 

Half Term 4 

 

Literacy  

Half Term 5 

 

Mathematics 

Half Term 6 

 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

 

Links with Parents/Carers 
We believe that developing an effective working partnership with 

parents/carers is essential. 

 

To develop this relationship: 

 We visit the child’s home before entry into Nursery, where we 

discuss the child with the parent/carer and discuss any concerns 

the family may have. We share with the parent/care how the EYFS 

operates and how their child will learn. 



 We organise a visit to the Nursery for the parent/carer and the 

child before entry to the Nursery, to help them to familiarise 

themselves with the setting. 

 We hold two parents’ evenings a year and write an annual report 

when the child is in the Reception class.  

 For Nursery-aged children, we liaise with parents/carers on a daily 

basis in a more informal way. 

 In both Nursery and Reception, we encourage parents/carers to 

ask questions and share concerns and we celebrate milestones and 

achievements on a regular, informal basis. 

 In The EYFS, we welcome the participation of parents/carers in 

the early morning activities that the children do on arrival in school 

each day and we hold termly Parent Challenge sessions. This allows 

parents/carers to experience first-hand what their child is doing in 

school and it also allows the EYFS team to model strategies for 

parents/carers to use with their child. 

 Children in the EYFS take books home on a weekly basis to share 

with their parents/carers. 

 The EYFS curriculum is displayed for parents/carers to see. 
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